May 5, 2008

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6

Attention:  










RE:
Strong Opposition to Bill C-51

Dear Sir,
I have recently been made aware of Bill C51, and I am very concerned about the impact it will have on Canadian's ability to choose their own forms of Health Care.  I feel changes this bill proposes have the potential to cripple the natural health care industry. I find this unacceptable, especially in a city where there is an alarming shortage of family doctors!  We all have the right to choose the form of healing and nutrition that best suits our needs and lifestyle, and Bill C-51 will take away that right!
I question the removal of the word “drug” and the move to the term “therapeutic product”.  There is a huge difference between a natural health product and a chemical drug.  Prozac, Zoloft, and Lipitor are drugs not Therapeutic Products.  Do not confuse the two.  
With 60% of natural health product license applications failing, including those for single ingredient products, what protection will I have for my natural health products such as vitamins, supplements, and weight control aids that I use without any adverse side effects?  My questions to you are:  1)  How many Canadians are killed each year by properly prescribed and properly taken drugs?  2)  Has there ever been a death caused by a Natural Health Product?  If you actually get your facts, please answer me why Bill C-51 is attacking safe and useful Natural Health Products?
What are the requirements of the Inspectors to ensure that they are acting in a fair and reasonable manner?  What training will be given to the Inspectors to make them qualified to have such far reaching powers?  Bill C-51 allows Inspectors such broad and undefined powers as to be comparable to the SS in Germany under Nazi control.
Please explain to me the never before heard of increase in fines for contraventions of this new act?  Financial penalties increasing 1,000 fold is extreme to put it mildly.  Who exactly are you targeting with terror tactic?  Is it the goal of the act to terrify small Natural Health Proponents to refrain from making their own choices and helping others do the same?

I am extremely concerned by the power this act would give to inspectors, particularly the power to enter and inspect private residences without a warrant, and the power to seize and hold property for an unlimited time at the expense of the owner.  Point #8 under Legal Rights in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms clearly states "Everyone has the right to be secure against unreasonable search and seizure". Bill C51 would be in direct violation of that right.

Bill C-51 is nothing but a full out attack on my right to FREEDOM OF CHOICE and should be removed immediately,

Sincerely,

Name:  






Address:  







City:  





Province:  


Postal Code:  




